What is claimed is: 

1. A diagnostic urethral assembly comprising: 

a. an elongate support member having opposing first and second 
ends, said elongate support member being adapted to pass fluid 
therethrough; and, 

b. a urethral catheter positionable for communication with a 
bladder, said urethral catheter adapted to receive, and be in 
fluid communication with said support member, said urethral 
catheter having a placid segment positionable so as to 
traverse a prostatic urethra and be physiologically responsive 
to structures of a lower urinary tract, said elongate support 
member selectively supporting said placid segment, progressive 
retraction of said elongate support member permitting the 
structures of the lower urinary tract to physiologically act 
in a sequential and incremental manner upon portions of said 
placid segment, the action upon said placid segment resulting 
in an observable change in fluid dynamics in furtherance of 
lower urinary tract symptoms diagnosis. 

2. The assembly of claim 1 wherein said elongate support member 
includes longitudinally extending graduations. 



3- The assembly of claim 2 wherein said first end of said elongate 
support member is a distal end, said second end being a proximal 
end. 

5 4. The assembly of claim 3 wherein said urethral catheter includes 
proximal and distal portions, said proximal portion of said 
urethral catheter being a free end thereof. 

5. The assembly of claim 4 wherein said assembly further includes 
10 a resilient linkage, said resilient linkage securing said distal 

end of said elongate support member to said distal portion of said 
urethral catheter. 

6. The assembly of claim 5 wherein said resilient linkage is 
15 elongatingly responsive to retraction of said elongate support 

member relative to said urethral catheter. 

7 . The assembly of claim 5 wherein said resilient linkage is 
transparent . 

20 

8. The assembly of claim 5 wherein said longitudinally extending 
graduations of said elongate support member are visible through 
said resilient linkage. 
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9. The assembly of claim 8 wherein said resilient linkage comprises 
a sleeve. 

10. The assembly of claim 8 wherein said resilient linkage 
5 comprises a bellows. 

11. The assembly of claim 8 wherein said proximal portion of said 
urethral catheter includes an anchoring element for securing said 
urethral catheter within the lower urinary tract, and said assembly 

10 thereby. 

12. The assembly of claim 11 wherein said anchoring element 
comprises a reversibly expandable member. 

15 13. The assembly of claim 12 wherein said reversibly expandable 
member circumf erentially extends about said proximal portion of 
said urethral catheter. 

14. The assembly of claim 8 wherein said distal end of said 
20 elongate support member is adapted to receive a pressure sensing 

apparatus . 

15. The assembly of claim 14 further comprising a pressure sensing 
apparatus . 
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16. The assembly of claim 15 wherein said pressure sensing 
apparatus includes proximal and distal ends, and a pressure 
indicator disposed therebetween. 

5 17. The assembly of claim 16 wherein said pressure sensing 
apparatus includes a pressure recorder. 

18. The assembly of claim 3 wherein said distal end of said 
elongate support member is adapted to receive a pressure sensing 

10 apparatus. 

19. The assembly of claim 18 further comprising a pressure sensing 
apparatus . 

15 20. The assembly of claim 19 wherein said pressure sensing 
apparatus includes proximal and distal ends, and a pressure 
indicator disposed therebetween. 

21. The assembly of claim 20 further comprising means for 
20 introducing a mold forming substance into said urethral catheter so 
as to obtain a mold of the prostatic urethra, said means being 
joinable with said distal end of said pressure sensing apparatus. 
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22. The assembly of claim 21 wherein said mold forming substance 
fills a fluid passageway of said urethral catheter. 

23. The assembly of claim 22 wherein said mold forming substance 
5 conforms said placid segment of said urethral catheter to 

architecture of the prostatic urethra so as to thereby form a 
casting reflecting the architecture. 

24. The assembly of claim 22 wherein said mold forming substance 
10 radially expands said placid segment of said urethral catheter 

outwardly. 

25. The assembly of claim 22 wherein said mold forming substance is 
conveyed to said fluid passageway of said urethral catheter under 

15 pressure. 

26. A diagnostic urethral assembly comprising an elongate body 
having a fluid passageway and an elongate support member 
selectively positionable within said fluid passageway of said 

20 elongate body, said elongate body having a radially responsive wall 
segment and being positionable within a lower urinary tract such 
that said radially responsive wall segment is adjacent a prostatic 
urethra, said body adapted to be in fluid communication with a 
bladder, said assembly having a first operably selective condition 
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wherein said elongate support member is translatable relative to 
said elongate body so as to permit sequential and incremental 
radial compression of said radially responsive wall segment by the 
prostatic urethra in furtherance of defining architecture 
associated with the prostatic urethra, and a second operably 
selective condition wherein fluid distally introduced into said 
elongate body radially expands said radially responsive wall 
segment into conforming engagement with the prostatic urethra in 
furtherance of obtaining a mold of same. 



27. A diagnostic urethral kit comprising: 

a. a catheter securably positionable so as to be in fluid 
communication with a bladder and adapted to receive and pass 
urine therefrom, said catheter having a radially responsive 

15 wall segment for engaging a prostatic urethra, said radially 

responsive wall segment being physiologically responsive to 
structures of a lower urinary tract; and, 

b. an elongate tubular member receivable within said catheter, 
said elongate tubular member having a wall, opposing first and 

20 second ends, and a lumen, said wall extending between said 

opposing first and second ends and having longitudinally 
extending graduations, said elongate tubular member providing 
support for said radially responsive wall segment of said 
catheter, said elongate tubular member being selectively 
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retractable from said catheter such that the structures of the 
lower urinary tract are permitted to physiologically act upon 
a portion of said segment adjacent said first end of said 
elongate tubular member. 

A diagnostic urethral assembly comprising; 

a. an elongate body, positionable for fluid communication with 
a bladder, said elongate body having a pliable wall segment 
for engagement with a prostatic urethra, and a distal end 
opposite a free end thereof; 

b. an elongate support member receivable within said elongate 
body to selectively support said pliable wall segment and the 
prostatic urethra thereby, said elongate support member 
adapted to be in fluid communication with said elongate body, 
said elongate support member having a distal end opposite a 
free end thereof, said assembly having a first operably 
selective condition wherein said elongate support member is 
distally retractable relative to said elongate body to permit 
the prostatic urethra to sequentially and incrementally 
physiologically act upon said pliable segment in furtherance 
of defining architecture associated with the prostatic 
urethra, and a second operably selective condition wherein 
fluid distally introduced into said elongate body is acted 
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upon such that said pliable segment substantially conforms to 
the prostatic urethra. 

29. In a urethral diagnostic assembly including a urethral catheter 
5 having a radially responsive wall segment positionable to 

substantially traverse a prostatic urethra, means for regulated 
introduction of a casting agent at least indirectly into the 
urethral catheter such that the radially responsive wall section 
expands to engage the prostatic urethra, a dynamic casting being 
10 thereby formable to ascertain prostatic urethral architecture. 

30. A lower urinary tract symptoms diagnostic method comprising the 
steps of: 

a. supporting a prostatic urethra; 
15 b. sequentially and incrementally returning portions of the 

prostatic urethra to an unsupported condition during a bladder 
voiding event; and, 

c. visually assessing fluid flow associated with said 
sequential and incremental return of portions of the prostatic 
20 urethra to an unsupported condition. 

31. The method of claim 30 wherein linear relationships among the 
structures of the lower urinary tract are ascertained during said 
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sequential and incremental return of portions of the prostatic 
urethra to an unsupported condition. 

32. The method of claim 31 further comprising the step of 
5 ascertaining pressure corresponding to said fluid flow. 

33. The method of claim 32 further comprising the step of obtaining 
a casting of the prostatic urethra. 
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